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responsible for all the tragedies that followed. But one of the
most potent factors which helped the militarists to seize power
was undoubtedly the racial discrimination against Japan adopted
by so many nations. Another factor was the experience of the
weak attitude of the democratic powers towards the aggressions
of Fascism.
The anti-Japanese movement in America was not due to fear
of Japan's aggressiveness. The Chinese and other Asiatics who
were certainly not aggressive nations were treated even worse,
Professor Gulick, an expert in this problem and spokesman of a
great organization of American Churches, wrote of the anti-
Chinese riots of the eighties : " Scores of Chinese have been
murdered, hundreds wounded, and thousands robbed, by anti-
Asiatic mobs, with no protection for the victims and no punish-
ment for the culprits." Chinese immigration was completely
stopped by several laws though this was a direct breach of the
American-Chinese treaties of 1868 and 1880, and the Supreme
Court laid down that Congress was not bound by international
treaties and could repeal or modify them at its pleasure.1
1 Cf. S, Gulick, Asia's Appeal to America.